
“Life is a story.  What does yours say?” 
 
I think the best part of working with seniors is the cu-
riosity of us discovering their younger selves.   Each 
of our residents has a story, a career they loved doing 
and how they made a contribution to our Maui  
community.  If they are not originally from Hawaii then one gets to 
learn about their journey and how they ended up calling Hawaii 
home and Maui No Ka Oi!   
 
I wanted to find a way to celebrate our residents and share their life 
story to others.  I was given the opportunity to start Kupuna Close 
Up in our monthly newsletter, Roselani Scene, back in 2016 where I 
composed two resident stories.  One resident was a sensei of Ikebana 
the Japanese art of flower arranging.   The other article was a  
collaboration I did with the son of our resident who paid tribute to his 
mom.  She was a loving and strong matriarch of their close-knit  
family.  Last year I was thrilled when our Activity Director, Kalei 
Figaroa, brought back this feature we now call Resident 
Spolight.  I’m glad we can continue our tradition of sharing with you 
our residents’ story every month in our newsletter.  
 
Upon meeting one of our new residents, I thought it was so unique 
the way she showed her aloha and love to her family.  She did it 
by sharing the love hand sign    It’s a gesture that the staff now 
have caught on doing with her.   The staff and I couldn’t help 
but feel an immediate interest in learning more about her and her  
story.  Our residents are truly special and each in their own and 
unique way.  
 
I find it captivating to learn about each of our residents’ narrative.  As 
we can begin to learn and understand more about them, then we in 
turn can learn more and understand ourselves.   
 
Mahalo nui loa, 
Faith Gianan 
General Manager 
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Aloha from our General Manager 



Japanese Doll Festival, known as Girl’s Day is celebrated on March 3rd.  This is a 
day to wish all the girls in the household a healthy and happy life.  People display a 
doll called hina ningyo along with other props to celebrate this day.  The hina dolls 
are dressed in traditional Japanese costumes and are displayed in the home.  Also 
associated with Girl’s Day is Hina-matsuri, also called momo-no-sekku, which 
means a festival of peach blossoms. The predominant colors used for this festival are 
pink, to represent the peach blossoms; white, which represents snow; and green to-
symbolize new growth. 

     Happy Girl’s Day 

March 2021 Important Dates 

Mildred Sakamoto was born in Wailuku, Maui and has a sister  
Lillian.  She married and has a son named Brian who lives on Kauai.  
Mildred worked for many years as a teacher and has influenced many 
of her then young students to become great leaders and influencers 
around the state and mainland today.  When you think of Roselani 
Place, Mildred’s face comes to mind as she was the ambassador for 
our Community and where she called Roselani Place home for almost 
14 years. Mildred was very social as she loved to welcome new resi-
dents and staff with her beautiful and warm smile.  She was petite but 
her personality, love and aloha that she shared with others was gener-
ous and contagious.  Her sweet spirit and the memories we have of 
Mildred will remain in our hearts forever and she will be truly missed.  Aloha ‘Oe Mildred! 

A Tribute to our resident Mildred Sakamoto ~ May 13, 1924 - February 16, 2021 

March 3 Girl’s Day 

March 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day  Celebrated to commemorate the patron saint of Ireland 

March 19 First Day of Spring 

March 26 Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole Day 

March 27      Passover   Begins at sundown  

March 28      Palm Sunday 

           Prince Kuhio Day 
 

March 26, is called Kuhio Day in Hawaii. It is a state holiday that marks the birth of 
Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole. The territorial legislature of Hawaii passed this 
resolution in 1949 establishing March 26, as a holiday honoring Prince Kuhio. He 
was born on the island of Kauai and was educated at Royal and Punahou Schools, 
where he excelled at football and track.  
 
From 1902 to until Jan. 7, 1922 he served as a delegate from Hawaii to Congress.  
In 1919, he introduced a bill requesting that Hawaii be admitted into America as a 
full fledged state. Hawaii became the 50th state in 1959. His greatest contribution to 
the Hawaiian people was the establishment of the Hawaiian Homes Commission.  



 
Roselani Place Covid-19 Updates  
from the General Manager 
 
We are thankful to have the 2nd wave of 5 staff positive cases and 0 resident cases come to a con-
clusion and will continue to do our best to avert further positive cases.  Staff have begun surveil-
lance testing and continue to be screened via the Swiped On App and Thermoscanner tempera-
ture check upon the start of their shift.  We also continue to screen our residents daily for symptoms and conduct 
temperature checks.  Most staff and residents are now double vaccinated as we remain vigilant and continue to 
conduct expanded cleaning procedures and follow both CDC and Dept. of Health preventative measures against 
COVID-19.  Please continue to follow the recommendations below to ensure you and everyone’s safety from 
COVID-19.   
  

• Wash your hands often and please utilize the hand sanitizer stations throughout the building.  Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose and mouth. 

• Please wear a face mask that covers your nose and mouth upon leaving your room and when assisted by any 
one of our staff members.  If you are in need of a face mask please ask us and are made available at the Front 
Desk. 

• Remember to maintain at least a 6-ft social distance from each other.  Some people who are not showing symp-
toms could have the virus.   

• Please inform a Nurse, Resident Assistant or the Receptionist if you don’t feel well. 
  
For almost 2 weeks now the we have resumed communal dining in all of our dining rooms with extended meal service 
times to accommodate 1 resident at a table.  Residents are to wear a face mask upon coming into the dining room, to 
please follow social distancing practices and maintain at least a 6-ft distance from each other.  Residents are encouraged 
to come down for meals and residents will have the option to dine in their rooms for the time being.  Residents who 
prefer to eat in their room, should call and inform the Front Desk in advance, at least 30 minutes prior to that meal ser-
vice.  Once the sneeze guard shields are placed at each table, expecting them mid-March, then 2 residents will be al-
lowed to dine at a table and the meal service times will be adjusted back to our regular meal service hours.   
 
We have resumed our Resident and Family Outdoor visitations.  These are scheduled by appointment only from 8am to 
4:30pm every day and are time-limited family visitations of residents in the community.  Two outdoor areas, the 
Memory Care courtyard and the lanai area near our Main Dining Room, are available and a screen shield placed for 
added protection.  A visit alternative is the resident can be in our Activity Room near the window and the family visit-
ing can be outside on the other side.  Also, at a pre-scheduled time.  This is an alternative for those who are unable to 
quarantine for 14 days after returning from travel or choose not to obtain a COVID test.  Compassionate care visits are 
also available and please inquire for more information.    
 
Video chat services are provided daily at a pre-scheduled time with our new iPad for enhanced service.  Please con-
tact our Activity Department at Roselani Place to arrange and look for our March Activity Calendar and the Daily Ac-
tivity posted in our Community for new activities. 
  
Telehealth medical appointments are still being provided and outside medical and nonmedical appointments continue to 
be cleared by Christine Elumba RN BSN, our Director of Health Services, prior to scheduling.    
  
Roselani Place stays committed to the well-being of our residents.  We continue to monitor and strive to provide the 
utmost care to all of our residents.  In preparation of flu season our team in Health Services reminds you to wash your 
hands often.  When you feel sick or ill please press your call pendant and inform any staff member or nurse.   
  
I am available to address any concerns or questions you may have.  On behalf of myself and all the staff of Roselani 
Place, we want to thank our residents and their families for their continued support and understanding to keep our com-
munity safe for everyone. 
  
Thank you, 
Faith Gianan 
General Manager 



Phil was born in 1942 in Kansas City, Missouri while his father was serving in  
the European theater during World War II.  Phil developed a life-long interest  
in WWI and WWII history.  Following WWII, Phil’s father went to work for 
Western Auto leading to several relocations throughout the country.  The most 
memorable for Phil were New Orleans and Los Angeles.  After graduation  
from high school, Phil joined the Marines and was stationed in Japan.  Upon 
returning home he began college, eventually earning a Ph.D. in Philosophy  
from the University of California, Riverside where he met his wife, Annette.   
After teaching Philosophy for a couple of years at California Polytechnic Uni-
versity, Pomona, he returned to college to earn an MBA, worked as a staff 
management consultant for a  “Big Eight” consulting/accounting firm in 
downtown Los Angeles, and then spent twenty-two years with First Consult-
ing Group which specialized in IT installations in large hospitals and medical 
centers.  Before his final retirement in 2010, he returned to teaching Philosophy and Business and Society 
Courses at California State University, Los Angeles and Fullerton campuses, and then spent seven years 
with Kaiser Permanente in staff education in Irvine, California.   
 
Throughout his life, Phil has loved the outdoors, in particular the mountains where he spent many happy 
times backpacking.  The photograph accompanying this biography was taken of him during one such back-
packing trip to the Wind River Range of Wyoming.  He has been a member of the Sierra Club in California, 
was one of the founders of the California Green Party, and served as a trustee of the Los Cerritos Wetlands 
Land Trust (California).  He loves classical music, jazz, and rock music from the sixties and seventies.  In 
February 2018, Phil and his wife, Annette, and their two Shetland Sheepdogs retired to Maui.  Phil’s daugh-
ter, Wendy, and son-in-law, Michael, live in Los Angeles.   With that being said, Phil leaves us with his  
advice in life. He says, “live life to the fullest and go for great opportunities!” 
 
Written by: Annette Lohman, spouse, and Kalei Figaroa, Activities Director 
 

Here’s how to play… 

The objective of the game is to fill all the blank 

squares in a game with the correct numbers. 

There are three very simple constraints to fol-

low. In a 9 by 9 square Sudoku game: 

• Every row of 9 numbers must include all 
digits 1 through 9 in any order 

• Every column of 9 numbers must include 
all digits 1 through 9 in any order 

• Every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 
square must include all digits 1 through 9 

 
 

Resident Spotlight       ~~~      Philip Lohman 

Sudoku 

 



March 1, 1927 Harry Belafonte 

March 2, 1917 Desi Arnaz 

March 2, 1931 Mikhail Gorbachev 

March 6, 1972 Shaquille O’Neal 

March 10, 1940 Chuck Norris 

March 12, 1946 Lisa Minnelli 

March 14, 1947 Billy Crystal 

March 17, 1919 Nat King Cole 

March 20, 1928 Fred “Mr.” Rogers 

March 22, 1948 Andrew Lloyd Webber 

March 25, 1947 Elton John 

March 26, 1944 Diana Ross 

March 26, 1930 Sandra Day O’Connor 

March 30, 1968 Celine Dion 

Amy Ching   March 3 

Katsue Shishido  March 18  

Gladys Itamura   March 18 

 

March 1, 1927 Harry Belafonte 

March 2, 1917 Desi Arnaz 

March 2, 1931 Mikhail Gorbachev 

March 6, 1972 Shaquille O’Neal 

March 10, 1940 Chuck Norris 

March 12, 1946 Lisa Minnelli 

March 14, 1947 Billy Crystal 

March 17, 1919 Nat King Cole 
www.famousbirthdays.com 

All the words contain  
the letters PEN 

 
alpenhorn    depend   
repent     appendix 
expense    ripening  
aspens     halfpenny   
serpent     carpenter 
happening   spend   
compendium   misspent  
stipend     opener  
copenhagen     suspense   

 

Word Search 

Famous March Birthdays 

March Birthdays at Roselani Place 



www.roselaniplace.com 

March Newsletter 2021 

Editor:  Debbie Priest 

88 S Papa Avenue 

Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 

Phone: 808-871-7720 

Fax: 808-873-7178 

Toll Free: 800-554-9853 

In Memory of  

Roselani Place Resident 

   Mildred Sakamoto   May 13, 1924 - February 16, 2021 

Roselani Place 
March Employee of the Month: 

Jomae Macato 
Congratulations to Jomae Macato for being our March Em-

ployee of the Month.  Jomae is one of our dedicated Resi-

dent Assistants who has worked in 

our memory care unit, Aloha Gar-

dens, for 11 & ½ years.  Jomae 
knows our residents really well and 

gives her heart and patience every 

day.  Her caregiving work and ex-

perience shows in the care she pro-
vides to our residents in Aloha 

Gardens.  Recently Jomae was giv-

en a huge compliment from a fami-

ly member.  The family scheduled 
an outdoor visit with our resident 

on her birthday.  The family com-

mented on how great, happy, well dressed and cared for 

she appeared on her 94th birthday.  They were also touched 

to witness Jomae assist the resident with unwrapping her 
gift.  That truly showed the family how much she loves her 

job and working with seniors.  Jomae knows how difficult 

it has been for families to closely visit with their loved 

ones and by going the extra mile that day, it really mat-
tered to the family of our resident.  Keep up the good work 

Jomae and we are grateful to have you a part of the Rose-

lani Ohana! 

St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon 

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 

    Menu:  Fresh Corned Beef with Cabbage 
Veggie Stew and Rice 

Soup and Salad 
Dessert 


