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Aloha from our General Manager 

Roselani Place is celebrating a milestone of 20 years of 
service to our Maui community.  I am humbled to be a part 
of this amazing community and work with a team that is 
like no other.  Together, we assist our residents every day 
and are united by the rewarding experience it gives each of 
us.  Working with seniors is very fulfilling.  Every day, we 
are given an opportunity to honor and care for them as they 
age.   

I asked each of our managers what does working with sen-
iors means to them.  I also wanted to know what makes 
Roselani Place special and unique to them.  Here is what 
they said. 

Sarah Perriera, our Housekeeping Manager, has been working with Roselani for 7 
years.  She started working with us as Housekeeper and was then promoted to manage 
her department.  She shared, “Working with seniors means that we need to take care of 
them for all what they did for us.”  And “Roselani place is special and unique for all 
what we do for all the seniors no matter what.” 
 
Tusi Maulupe Jr., our Food Services Director, has been working with Roselani for 7 
years.  He started working as a Cook and was then promoted to manage his department.  
He shared “working with seniors means a lot.  Knowing their families are busy, I get to 
help out and be their family cook.  Having them enjoy their meals like they would at 
home gives me that satisfaction.  Knowing that their belly is full and saying how deli-
cious their meals was, makes me enjoy working with seniors.”  Tusi expressed, 
“Roselani Place is special and unique.  When I first started it was just a job.  Then I 
started to learn about why we have senior homes.  Each individual has their story from 
birth to why they moved in to Roselani Place.  Being part of that team taking care of 
our seniors is why Roselani Place is special and unique.” 
 
Kalei Figaroa has been our Activities Director for 12 years.  He initially started work-
ing as a Food Server for Roselani.  Kalei shared, “Working with seniors gives me valu-
able insight into the aging process and what’s to come in life.   It also gives me an op-
portunity to think about what matters most to me and how I will look after myself in the 
future.  Every day we spend so much time with our seniors, that you can’t help to look 
at all of them as your own grandma and grandpa.”  Kalei expressed, “Working at Rose-
lani Place for many years has taught me to have patience and to go with the flow.  
Roselani Place, to me, is like my O’hana and my second home.  It holds a special place 
in my heart.” 
 
Donna Hinton recently joined our ohana as our Director of Health Services.  Donna 
shared, “The field of Gerontology is ever expanding in its approach to optimal aging.  
Working with seniors means an opportunity to provide dignity and choice to individu-
als.  Early interventions to changes in condition can provide sustainability of their cur-
rent health.  Maintaining reassurance of their health and well being is a goal of the 
Health Services team.”  She expressed, “Roselani Place is an environment of safety and 
care for a vulnerable population.  The heart of Roselani Place is the devotion to the resi-
dents of their community.  The devotion of the entire team is evident and displayed in 
the contentment of the residents.  Their families are exceptional.” 
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Dear Residents and Families of Roselani Place, 

All results returned negative for our September monthly PCR surveillance testing.  Unfortunately, we did have one 
staff member test positive after the facility wide testing was conducted.  We are grateful that the employee has     
recovered and returned to work.  There are no active staff cases and no active resident cases to report.  On October 
12th another monthly round of PCR surveillance testing will be conducted using Beechtree Diagnostic Labs. The 
only exemption to this community-wide monthly testing, would be those individuals who have recently tested positive (within the last 
30 days) and remain asymptomatic.  

 
Employees are screened upon the start of their shift, are temperature checked and are asked to stay home if they or a family member has 
been exposed or is presenting any of the COVID symptoms. We also continue to screen our residents daily for symptoms and conduct 
temperature checks. As well as expanded cleaning and sanitizing procedures. We follow both CDC and Dept of Health preventative 
measures against COVID-19. Please continue to follow the recommendations below to ensure you and everyone’s safety from COVID-
19.  

· Wash your hands often and please utilize the hand sanitizer stations throughout the building.  Please wear a face mask that covers 
your nose and mouth upon leaving your room and when assisted by any one of our staff members.  If you are in need of a free 
face mask, please ask us and are made available at the Front Desk. 

· Remember to maintain at least a 6-ft social distance from each other.  Some people who are not showing symptoms could have the 
virus.  Please inform a Nurse, Resident Assistant or the Receptionist if you don’t feel well. 

Regular visits to the Community to see residents in their room, continue for families and friends.  Along with dining with your loved one in 
any of our three dining rooms.  We are strongly urging visitors to refrain from visiting and re-schedule their visit if someone is 

exposed or is experiencing any COVID symptoms.  As a continued safety precaution so we can continue offering these visits, please 
take the following steps:  

Please make sure to sanitize your hands upon arrival, temperature check with our Thermoscanner and complete the Visitor Screening Ques-

tionnaire on the iPad.  Our receptionist will provide you a green sticker to complete your screening.  We encourage our guests to wear a 
face mask and maintain social distance during your visit (6 feet minimum). 

Visits can be conducted daily from 8am to 6pm.  Please inform us of the date, time, and approximate length of any out of facility visits, 24-

48 hours in advance of leaving, to our Receptionist. 

Before leaving, please sign out at the Front Desk.  

It will be up to management’s discretion to ask a resident to quarantine in his/her room for (up) to 10 days, depending on the level of 
exposure, should residents come in contact with someone who has tested positive for Covid-19. 

Our video chat services are available daily and is coordinated by our Activities Director.  Roselani Place stays committed to the well-being 
of our residents.  Our team in Health Services are working on our onsite annual flu clinic and more details to come.  They also want to 

remind you to wash your hands often. When you feel sick or ill, please press your call pendant and inform any staff member or nurse. 

I am available to address any concerns or questions you may have. On behalf of myself and all the staff of Roselani Place, we want to thank 
our residents and their families for their continued support and understanding to keep our community safe for everyone.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

        Thank you, 

        Faith Gianan 

       General Manager 

In Memory of  

Roselani Place Residents 

Wilma Tarlton 

January 3, 1922 – September 11, 2022 

& 

Amy Ching 

March 3, 1935 – September 12, 2022 

COVID News from General Manager 



 

 

Resident Spotlight  

 Mary Yamada 
                    
A bouncing baby girl, Mary, was born in a bucolic village to Muraichi and Miyako Iwata on May 12, 
1925. Independently leaving their homeland of Hiroshima, Japan to seek their fortunes, her parents 
met in Pahoa on Hawai’i Island, married, had four children, and built a thriving restaurant-bakery 
business, known statewide and particularly for its yummy coconut pie, ampan (a Japanese bean-paste 
filled roll), fancy French pastries, and freshly baked bread. Daily hard work was a given for Mary 
and her three siblings and they contributed greatly to the success of the family’s business. 
 
Mary was always an exceptionally bright student; even after skipping a grade, she regained her #1 
student rank in her new class by year’s end. During her WWII years, she left home for college in 
Honolulu. She recalls those happy, carefree years, filled with new experiences and adventures in the 
city, with much fondness. 
 
When she returned home to nurse her ailing mother back to health, she met her husband, who had 
just served in the US Army’s 442nd Infantry, returning as a war hero. He swept ”the prettiest girl in 
town” off of her feet and they married, raising four children. 
 
Mary worked for the US Postal Service for many years, followed by a stint as a teacher’s aide before moving to the city of Hilo, where she discov-
ered many opportunities to "get involved." She threw herself headlong into community service and activities, including the University Extension, 
American Heart Association, American Cancer Society, and, later, the Retired Seniors Volunteer Program (RSVP). Over the years, she was regu-
larly recognized with multiple awards and accolades for her generosity in serving others. 
 
Throughout her life, Mary has loved animals. To her children’s delight, their home became a menagerie that included a cat, goat, lamb, turtles, 
rabbit, rooster, canary, fresh and saltwater fishes, parakeets, and their beloved dogs. Her love for animals, especially dogs, was contagious; her 
children and grandchildren are all dog lovers.  
 
Life is about balance and Mary avidly balanced her volunteer work with exercise and fun activities. With a dog in tow, she maintained a faithful 
regimen of starting each day with a brisk walk and ending each day with another walk in the cool of the evening. She loved playing mahjong and 
Shanghai Rummy with her friends, watching American and Asian soap operas, going to the movies, gardening, and most especially, golfing. Her 
biggest thrill and moment of glory was sinking A HOLE-IN-ONE! 
 
Later in life, she met and was courted by the man of her dreams, a kind, soft-spoken gentleman and fellow golfer. She became Mary Yamada and 
they lived a peaceful, yet active golfing life in Hilo before his passing. 
 
She instilled particular loves and passions into each of her children: Mary is an extraordinary world traveler and her travels include US states from 
coast to coast, Japan, Okinawa, Korea, The Philippines, Taiwan, China, Canada, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, Egypt, England, France, Swit-
zerland, The Balkans, Germany, Russia, and the Scandinavian countries. Japan and Switzerland won her heart. To her oldest daughter, Sandra who 
lives in Kona, she passed on her love of travel. Owning two timeshares, Sandra has traveled extensively and joyfully, every chance she gets. 
 
Mary is a reader. She never hesitated to buy books for her children, filling the home with books, encyclopedias, and magazines. Both parents en-
couraged their children to read by their example. Evenings were for reading, that is before TV became the norm. Just like their mom, all of Mary's 
children are insatiable readers and lifelong learners, just as she is. To her middle daughter, Darlyne who recently moved from California to live full
-time in Kula, Mary passed on her love of books and learning. The family nerd, Darlyne can be most often found with her nose in a book or these 
days, her Kindle. Her favorite volunteer activity is school read-alouds, which is reading books to children to motivate them to WANT to read. 
 
To this day, Mary’s favorite remembrance is the family’s weekend beach house on the Kapoho shore, a welcome retreat from work and its de-

mands and where the most precious memories were made. Without a telephone or TV, the beach house 
was where the family bonded over fun cooking and baking, playing board and card games, reading to 
our hearts’ content, napping, exploring the coastline and huddling close in a secret cave when it rained, 
and FISHING! Mary shared her love of pole fishing with her son Dean, who lives in Makawao and is 
the youngest of her four kids. She instilled this love with a single lesson: tying a hook to a line. Dean 
took to fishing “hook, line, and sinker” and his love for fishing became a consuming passion. He is to-
day an accomplished and renowned ‘ulua fisherman. 
 
Mary acknowledges that she has lived a very blessed life with four children, five grandchildren, and one 
great-granddaughter. She credits and thanks God for “always watching over me.” Her long life’s recent 
blessings have been her caregiver and now cherished friend, Lorena Raras, and the wonderful and com-
passionate Roselani Place Team members who have treated her like a QUEEN! 
 
Her children would like to take this rare opportunity to express our MAHALO to each one of you for 
sharing your gifts of the Spirit – love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control – with their mom. 
 
May you be abundantly blessed in the same measure as you bless her and MORE!  

Written by:  Darlyne Fujimoto, daughter 



 

 

Roselani Place invites you to participate in 

our 

 Walk to End Alzheimer’s® 

Saturday, October 22, 2022 

8am at the Keopuolani Park in Wailuku 

Roselani Place is participating again this year.  You can also 

join the online ceremony. If you would like to walk on the 

Roselani Place Team or make a charitable donation, please 

visit us at act.alz.org under Team Roselani Place or copy 

and paste this link in your browser: http://act.alz.org/goto/

Team_Roselani_Place  

Roselani Place is a proud Silver Sponsor of the Walk to End 

Alzheimer's®  

 

 

Help us reach our team goal of $1,750.00 

dollars to benefit Maui County residents 

with Alzheimer's and dementia. 

We have raised over $1,400.00 towards 

our goal and we still need your help! 

Welcome to our new  

Director of Health Services  

Donna Hinton MSN, FNP, GNP-BC, APRN 
 

We are happy to announce a new addition to our Roselani Ohana!  Please welcome Donna Hinton who will 
manage our Health Services Dept.  Donna has many years of nursing experience on Maui and we are excited 
to have her join our team.   

 

Donna has shared a note to our residents, families and staff. 

 

I am delighted to join the devoted team here at Roselani Place.  I bring my years of diversity in nursing in 
Hawaii along with my continued education in nursing.  It has been a wonderful enriching journey to a place I 
can now specialize in Gerontological Nursing; In this community with an individualized focus on residents 
and families.   

My history of nursing has included hospital, clinic, a SNF, and public health nursing.  I am a career ladder 
nurse with the final completion of a Master Science of Nursing with the Family Nurse Practitioner dual     
degree from UH Manoa.  I chose to obtain certification as a Gerontological Nurse Practitioner as an area of 
interest.  It requires continuing education in the specialty of practice.  Familiarity with the different districts 
and cultures in Hawaii has been an enriching experience.  I appreciate diversity and individual differences.  I 
support independence and choice.  I have much appreciation and positive regard for the seniors in our    
community and their changing supportive needs.   

I look forward to knowing the many residents and families participating with the health care team to provide 
the state of the art care the residents deserve and that Roselani Place expects.   

Respectfully yours,  

Donna 



 

 

 

Douglas Farrell                        October  3 

Richard Hixenbaugh              October 17 

Maureen Engelhard              October 20 

 

*Complimentary Birthday Lunch* Please see Kalei in Activities 

for more information 

October Birthdays at Roselani Place 

 

 

Roselani Place  

Celebrating 20 years  

of Service 

2002-2022 
 

Thursday, October 27, 2022 

2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

88 South Papa Avenue, Kahului, Hawaii 

We invite you to an afternoon of entertainment,  

music, pupus and special guests. 

Celebration will be located under a tent outside and  

in our main lobby on the first floor.   

 

Mahalo Maui for your support! 

 

 



 

 

www.roselaniplace.com 

88 S. Papa Avenue 

Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 

Phone: 808.871.7720 

Toll Free: 800.554.9853 

 

October 2022  

Editor: Debbie Priest 

 

Aloha from our General Manager (continued from page 1) 

Keala Dutro, our Maintenance Director for the last 16 years, shared, “Working with seniors means, is I get to meet a variety of 
elderly people with different backgrounds, I gain a wealth of knowledge about their past.  These are people from the greatest gen-
eration.  I can also make a tremendous difference in their quality of life.”  Keala expressed, “What makes Roselani Place special 
and unique is its staff, the different cultures and backgrounds.  Our staff makes it happen for the residents regardless what the chal-
lenge is.”     
 
Michelle Kalawa, our Business Office Manager, has been working with Roselani for 8 years.  She started working with us as a 
Receptionist and was then promoted to manage our Receptionist and business office.  Michelle shared, “Working with seniors is 
rewarding and constantly learning.  I enjoy hearing all their stories from when they were younger.  Hearing how some of the resi-
dents have experienced he attack on Pearl Harbor, how some of their families have come from Japan or the Philippines.  What it 
was like to go to school when there were hardly any roads or cars.  And hearing how much change that they have seen in the 
world.  To Michelle, “Family.  From the residents to the staff, I feel like we’re all family.”  This makes Roselani Place special and 
unique.     
 
Debbie Priest, our Marketing and Community Relations Director, has been working with Roselani for 5 years.  Debbie shared, “I 
have always enjoyed working with seniors and learning about their history.  I feel a great sense of purpose and fulfillment when I 
am able to help families and prospective residents enrich their quality of life and help them to remain independent longer than they 
could resident at home alone.  I have a servant’s heart and am caring and empathetic to the needs of our kupuna and their families.  
Serving them provides me with great joy.  Debbie expressed, “Our compassion and caring staff, the residents and their families all 
have become my work ohana.  Their support, gratitude for our care and dedication to their loved ones help to make Roselani Place 
a treasured community.”   
 
For me, what makes Roselani special is how it has the ability to have one’s life come full circle.  Roselani Place can allow us be 
reunited with someone from our past and into the present, validating our presence, our existence which is the ultimate blessing! 
 
Mahalo nui loa, 
Faith Gianan 
General Manager 

 

Halloween Costume Contest and Party 

Come and join in on the Halloween fun by 

dressing up in your best costume on 

Monday, October 31, 2022 

at 2:00 PM 

3rd Floor Lobby 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes for residents and staff.   

  Please see Kalei or Matt in Activities if you need help 

making your costume.  


