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I tell my staff that we are some how, some way destined to 
work together and our paths have crossed for some        
reason that later, we realize why.  I guess it is destiny and 
also fate but a commonality is that we want to spend time 
with our elders at Roselani Place and help our kupuna.    
 
Imagine, you can be any place in the world, in this        
moment, but you are here as it was destined to be.        
Destined to work and know one another; destined to know 
and help our kupuna.   
 
I recently learned about spiritual serendipity.  “Spiritually, serendipity 
means divine guidance or happy accidents where you find something wonderful 
(wisdom, purpose, connection) while looking for something else, acting as a 
bridge between your will and the Divine, revealing a greater plan through      
meaningful, unexpected moments, not just random luck, but a sign of universal 
order or God's presence.  It's an open awareness to life's surprises, inviting growth, 
purpose, and joy beyond the mundane search.”    
 
I can attest to experiencing spiritual serendipity at Roselani Place and having a full 
circle moment.  It did not occur to me until one of our residents placed a green ti 
leaf lei on me with rose shaped ti leaves on New Year’s Day 2020.  Our resident 
was wearing a red muumuu just like she wore on my wedding day.  And it was the 
same green ti leaf lei with rose shaped ti leaves she adorned my husband and I on 
our wedding day back in 2008. 
 
Our resident, Asano, was one of four ukulele players from Kaunoa Senior Center 
to play at our wedding reception.  She donned a beautiful red muumuu and sang 
and played her ukulele effortlessly.  I never saw her after our wedding until 2019 
when I returned to work at Roselani Place again.   The moment she placed the 
green ti lei on New Year’s Day 2020, I exclaimed “Asano!  You were at my    
wedding day and this is déjà vu.  You gave me this lei before.”  Asano paused for 
a moment and said “that was you?!”  We were both overcome with emotion as we 
realized it was fate that brought us together again.  Asano was a professional lei 
maker and her signature rosette ti leaf lei was artistically hand crafted and gifted to 
me.  She continues to make these one of a kind leis and I feel lucky to share my 
love for leis with her.  Mahalo Asano for allowing me to share our hoaloha 
(friendship) all these years.  
 
I will never forget that moment and neither will Asano as we had an instant      
connection.  The lei not only created a bond between us that only a lei can do.  But 
meeting Asano again that day was an affirmation that I am where I am supposed to 
be and I was guided by a deeper, spiritual flow.  The purpose of this coincidence is 
a blessing to me.  I now realize that it allowed me to trust that something good can 
emerge from unplanned moments. 
 
Happy New Year, 
Faith Gianan 
General Manager 
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Resident Spotlight 

Dick Nelson 

 
Dick Nelson was born on March 14, 1930 in Sodus, New York.  
Sodus is a quaint town that is midway between Rochester and 
Syracuse in the Empire State.  At the age of 5, Dick and his  
older brother Bill and his parents headed to Hawaii by way of a 
steamer or train then a ship that took 28 days.   
 
Dick couldn’t recall why his mother wanted to live in Hawaii 
but she was a writer and was hired instantly by the Star Bulletin 
which is now the Star Advertiser on Oahu.  Dick recalled going 
to the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, known at the Pink Palace of the 
Pacific, with his mother to interview and write articles in the 
paper of famous celebrities and athletes that visited Hawaii in 
the late 1930s to 1940s.  Dick even met Shirley Temple, Hollywood's number-one box

-office child actress.  He fondly remembered presenting her a lei and kissed her on her cheek when she visited 
Hawaii.  Dick said, “she was very lovely,” offscreen as she was onscreen. 
 
Dick attended Abraham Lincoln Elementary School, Iolani School and graduated from Punahou School in 
1948.  He then graduated from the California College of the Arts in 1952 and then off to Yale University for a 
sabbatical leave from teaching.  Dick served in the military during the Korean War.  He recalls jumping out of 
an airplane 32 times and even served as a Commanding Officer for the Marine Reserve in 1962.  He was   
married to Ellie and has 2 children and 6 great grandchildren.   
 
Dick returned to Punahou School in the 1960s to teach art to only 72 students.  By the time he left Punahou, 
he shared 1,200 students were studying art.  Dick has taught art to thousands of artists all over the world and 
he is admired by his art, his teachings and is very well known in the Maui Art Community.  He is the Teacher 
and Innovator in the World of Color.  In 1975 he developed the Wailea Arts Center on Maui and even        
produced artwork to Alexander & Baldwin and the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the Arts.  His  
artwork is displayed at The Honolulu Museum of Art (formerly the Honolulu Academy of Arts).  Dick’s 
unique and unseen art works named Luminosity are currently displayed at the Viewpoints Gallery in     
Makawao until January 24th.   
 
Art and teaching art comes very naturally to Dick, as he was meant to be an Artist and a mentor of abstract 
art.  Dick shared, “I never worked a day in my life (in producing his art and teaching).  I enjoy it and teaching 
art to young people is and has kept me going.”  He explained that when he creates his own art it becomes   
personal and is, “my choice of my paintings.”  Dick is a legend in the art world and we are very honored to 
have him reside at Roselani Place.  Dick’s advice to budding artists is, “love what you do!” 
 
Written by: Faith Gianan 

Abstract Art paintings by Dick December 2025 opening of 
Dick’s art exhibit 

Dick in the 1980s teaching   
   in San Diego 

1962 news clip of Dick     
being awarded a winged 
parachutists insignia pin  



        Visiting Roselani Place Reminders 

Dear Residents and Families of Roselani Place,           
 

Upon arriving to our Community, we kindly ask you do a quick temperature check at the Thermoscanner and 

complete the COVID screening on our iPad.  Residents, staff, visitors and guests are not required to wear face 

masks and are optional.  However, should we have an active staff or resident case, we encourage you to wear 

A face mask for your protection and for others.  I also ask should one present any symptom(s) that is not 

COVID related, then please wear a face mask. 

 

      A friendly reminder to wash your hands often and please utilize the hand sanitizer stations throughout the    
building.  When serial testing is being conducted, we encourage you to wear a face mask that covers your 
nose and mouth  upon leaving your room and when assisted by any one of our staff members.  If you are in 
need of a free face mask, please ask us and are made available at the Front Desk.  Wearing a face mask       
becomes optional again when serial testing is complete and no COVID activity is present.             

 

  If someone is exposed or is experiencing COVID or flu symptoms, we strongly urge our guests to refrain 
from visiting and to re-schedule their visit.    

 

We have the ability to test those for COVID who may have been exposed and/or experiencing any  

symptom(s).  Please inform a Nurse, Resident Assistant or the Receptionist if you don’t feel well.   

 

      For our residents who are planning to go out, please inform us of the date, time, and approximate length of 
when you will be out of the facility.  At least 24-48 hours in advance of leaving, to our Receptionist.  Before 
leaving the facility, residents please sign out at the Front Desk.  

 

      Roselani Place stays committed to the well-being of our residents.  Our Health Services Team also wants to   
remind you to wash your hands often.   Please inform our team in the Med Room when you have a medical    
appointment and at least 24 hours in advance to ensure transportation.  When you feel sick or ill, please press 
your call pendant and inform any staff  member or nurse. 

 

            On behalf of myself and all the staff of Roselani Place, we want to thank our residents and their families for 

            their continued support and understanding to keep our community safe for everyone in the New Year.                            

 
            Thank you, 
            Faith Gianan 
            General Manager 

 
Welcome in the New Year  . . . Local Style 

 
A kadomatsu is a traditional Japanese decoration of the New Year placed in 

pairs in front of homes supposedly to welcome ancestral spirits or kami of the 

harvest.  They are placed after Christmas until January 7 (or January 15 during 

the Edo period).   

Designs for kadomatsu vary depending on region but are typically made of  

pine, bamboo, and sometimes ume tree sprigs which represent longevity,  

prosperity and steadfastness, respectively. 



 

Join us for a fun and exciting afternoon of  
Las Vegas style Blackjack and Craps tables  

It will be a memorable event  
that will be remembered for years to come! 

Roselani Place hosts the monthly 

Caregiver Support Group 
               Offering care and support to Maui residents living with dementia and their caregivers. 

Please join us on  

Thursday, January 22, 2026  

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm  

Roselani Place Activity Room 

Open to the public 

Refreshments provided and free parking  

 
Please RSVP to Cindy Fowler at cfowler@alz.org  

or call Debbie Priest at 808-871-7720 
 for more details. 



 

January 1  Roseline De Mello 

January 2  Dorothy Alo 

January 15  Virginia “Naomi” Shimada 

January 18  Judith Yamagata 

January 20  Eleanor Machida  

January 26  Sally Kuba 

  

*Complimentary Birthday Lunch*  
  Please see Kalei in Activities for more info 

January Birthdays at Roselani Place 

New Year’s Tips For Seniors 
 
FOR SENIORS: 
 
1.  Fall-proof your home.  One-third of all senior falls come from hazards around the home.  Take preventative 
measures now to prevent actions in the future.  
2.  Go through your family photos. You have information and stories about your family members that your 
children and grandchildren don’t know.  Make sure your family heritage is preserved by going through your 
family photos by labeling them or putting them in an album that your family can enjoy for generations. 
3.   Keep moving!  Stay feeling young by keeping active.  You don’t have to spend hours at the gym to do it: start 
a daily walk with your spouse or a friend, or take up an activity such as water aerobics, or yoga. 
4.  Eat right.  Being healthy doesn’t mean eating boring food.  Take a healthy cooking class to learn some new      
recipes, or visit the weekly farmer’s market to stock up on fresh fruits and veggies.  Your body will thank you. 
5.  Get your affairs in order. Collect and organize important documents concerning your insurance, will, financial 
information, and assets.  It’s not a fun task, but getting it done will feel great. 
 
FOR CAREGIVERS: 
 
1.  Take care of your health.  Make sure you’re eating enough nutritious food and sleeping enough every night. 
Stress and poor diet will take a toll on your physical and mental health. 
2.  Get educated.  Do you feel knowledgeable about your loved one’s medical conditions?  Learning everything 
you can about what they’re dealing with will provide comfort and reduce stress for all involved. 
3.  Ask the tough questions.  Conversations about wills and end-of-life care aren’t fun.  But better to get them out 
of the way now than to be left wondering.  Sitting down with your loved one to talk about these things will take a 
weight off your mind. 
4. Ask for help if you need it.  Be honest with yourself about how you’re handling caregiving on top of your daily 
tasks.  If you’re in control, great.  But asking for help doesn’t mean admitting defeat.  Ask your family to chip in, 
or consider hiring professional help if you need it. 

Reprinted from https://www.griswoldhomecare.com/blog/ 2013 

 

January 1     New Year’s Day 

January 19  Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

January 27  International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

January 2026 Important Dates 
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  Roselani Place  

January  

 Employee of the Month 

Curt Takamiya 

Congratulations to Curt for being our Employee of the Month for January.  Curt is 
our hard working Driver and has been working with us for 6 months.  He is very   
reliable, easy going and genuinely cares about our residents.  He gets along with  
everyone and gives a 110%   every day.  
 
Curt works diligently to ensure our residents get to and from their medical             
appointments safely.  Our daily transportation needs can change in an instant where 
meeting the needs of our residents always comes first.  When this happens, Kalei 
Figaroa, our Activities Director, says, “you’ve just got to go with the flow and Curt, 
just goes with the flow too!”   
 
You can just tell Curt genuinely wants to help our residents and will go the extra mile 
to help others where needed.  Curt is really getting to know our residents and shared, 
“Engaging with the residents and hearing of their background and lived experiences.  

We often times find some connection and able to build on the social bond.” 
 
We are very appreciative of Curt’s dedication to our residents and Roselani Place.  Please join us in               
congratulating Curt on this well deserved recognition.  Mahalo Curt for all that you do!   

 

Our Annual 

Resident’s Christmas  

Decorate Your Door 

Contest Winner 2025 

Congratulations Dale!  She was the 
1st place winner of our annual  
Decorate Your Door contest 2025.   
 
2nd place went to Sr. Catherine and 
3rd place went to Elizabeth.  This 
year’s participation was outstanding 
and the contest got our residents into 
the holiday fun. This year some  
decorated their doors with holiday 
wrapping paper, garland, custom 
holiday art and crafts and festive 
wreaths.    
 
Our 4th floor lobby area was also beautifully decorated by 
Pearl.  It was very festive and had everyone feel the holiday 
spirit.  Congratulations to all and mahalo to our residents 
who participated to spread the holiday cheer!  

  

  


