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On February 1st this Chinese lunar year will be the Year of the
Tiger. Growing up with my Filipino culture, I remember my mom
sharing this tradition with me and at a young age instilling in me
the hope of a new beginning when a new year had already just begun.
Good health and fortune were the predominant wishes of a new
year where many Asian cultures participated. While Lunar New
Year is commonly represented as a Chinese holiday, the tradition is much more far-reaching.
Celebrated as a spring festival in many Asian countries, Lunar New Year symbolizes and
embodies a hopeful transition from the cold winter to the season of renewal.
My mom and I would travel to downtown Chinatown in Los Angeles and visit their shops
and historic eateries. It was at one of the little shops I recall my mom introducing me to the
Chinese zodiac signs and seeing 12 porcelain animal figurines that were all on display. I
fondly remember my mom saying “Don’t touch! Just look with your eyes!” There was also a
calendar with all the animals, years and the horoscope gave you your fortune for the new
year.
She had the shop owner explain to us how it worked. That day I discovered I was born on the
year of the rabbit and my mom was born the year of the rooster. It was from the animal that
your personality had similar traits. And if the lunar year was your animal, then it would be a
special year for you. “2022 will be the Year of the Tiger. Tigers are courageous and active
people who love a good challenge and adventure in life. People born in years of the Tiger are
vigorous and ambitious, daring and courageous, enthusiastic and generous, self-confident
with a sense of justice and a commitment to help others for the greater good."
Our Chinatown was known for its delicious yet cheap eats to decorative items in the home,
Chinese art work and clothing. Although we didn’t eat all of the traditional new year food
items, I recall my mom and I enjoying Chinese steamed sweet rice cakes, siopao or manapuas, and of course noodles. My mom would make her tasty Filipino dish pancit. Noodles are
a symbol of long life and my mom would always make sure that was on the menu.
I also loved watching the live lion and dragon dancers that are common in China. These are
performed for prosperity and luck for the New Year. The music and loud firecrackers would
be so lively and engaging. I watch many feed the lion and dragon dancers red envelopes. The
more red envelopes you received, then you would have many fortunes in the new year. Once
these were given to the dragon’s mouth, the dancer danced for you. One would be in awe
with their acrobatic and quick movements, it made the dragons look so real. So from all of us
at Roselani Place we want to wish you a Kung Hei Fat Choy – wishing you great happiness
and prosperity!
Mahalo nui loa,
Faith Gianan
General Manager

February 2022 Important Dates
February 1
February 2
February 13
February 14
February 21

Chinese New Year
Ground Hog Day
Superbowl Sunday
Valentine’s Day
Presidents’ Day

For Our Residents:
Valentine’s Day Luncheon
Monday, February 14, 2022
11 am - 1 pm
Ham and Pea Soup, Tossed Salad
Eggplant Zucchini Mixed Veggies
Shrimp in a Tomato Cream Sauce with Penne Pasta
Decadent Dessert

Valentine’s Day Facts That Will Probably Surprise You
•

In the 1300s, it officially became a holiday associated with love. At the end of the 5th century, Roman Pope Gelasius officially declared the date of February 14 "St. Valentine's Day." It wasn't until the Middle Ages, though, that the holiday became associated with love and romance, a tradition that first started from the common belief in France and England that
birds started their mating season on February 14.

•

Cupid has its roots in Greek mythology. He's the charming cherub that appears on Valentine's Day cards, often depicted
with a bow and arrow — but how did Cupid become a common symbol of Valentine's Day? According to Time, the figure
can actually be traced all the way back to 700 B.C., to the Greek god of love named Eros, who was actually a handsome,
immortal man with the intimidating power to make people fall in love. It wasn't until the 4th century BCE that the Romans
adopted Eros into the image of a cute little boy with a bow and arrow, naming him "Cupid." By the turn of the 19th century, Cupid had become linked to Valentine's Day due to his love-matching powers.

•

Not until the 1840s did we get the first mass-produced valentines. People started exchanging cards and handwritten letters
to both lovers and friends during the 17th century, but it was in the 1840s that the first Valentine's Day cards were massproduced in the U.S., sold by Esther A. Howland. Known as the "Mother of the American Valentine," Howland is credited
with commercializing Valentine's Day cards in America, and she is remembered for her elaborate, crafty cards made with
lace and ribbons.

•

The Valentine's Day gift that people spend the most on is jewelry. Candy and flowers might be some of the most common
gifts for Valentine's Day, but according to the National Retail Federation, the category that we typically spend the most on
for February 14 is jewelry, at a whopping $5.8 billion in 2020! The second most-paid-for gift on Valentine's Day 2020 was
an evening out with $4.3 billion, followed by clothing, candy and then flowers.

•

Nearly 6 million couples get engaged on Valentine's Day. I mean, what better day is there for a marriage proposal than a
day literally dedicated to love and romance? Valentine's Day is one of the popular days to pop the question, with as many
as 6 million couples getting engaged on February 14.

www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/valentines-day-ideas/a26863/valentines-day-facts/

Roselani Place Covid-19 Updates from the General Manager
Dear Residents and Families of Roselani Place,

We appreciate everyone doing their part to fight Coronavirus and its variants. In January we experienced COVID activity. We had 6 employees contract the virus. Currently there are no active
employee cases and we are grateful that all employees have returned back to work. There are no
resident cases. I will continue to update you weekly on our progress until our situation is resolved
and has been 4 weeks since the last positive employee case.
Employees are screened upon the start of their shift and temperature checked and are asked to
stay home if they or a family member has been exposed or is presenting any of the COVID symptoms. We also continue to
screen our residents daily for symptoms and conduct temperature checks. As well as expanded cleaning and sanitizing procedures. We follow both CDC and Dept of Health preventative measures against COVID-19. Please continue to follow the
recommendations below to ensure you and everyone’s safety from COVID-19.
•

Wash your hands often and please utilize the hand sanitizer stations throughout the building. Avoid touching
your eyes, nose and mouth.

•

Please wear a face mask that covers your nose and mouth upon leaving your room and when assisted by any one
of our staff members. If you are in need of a face mask or a N95 mask, please ask and are always available at the
Front Desk.

•

Remember to maintain at least a 6 feet social distance from each other. Some people who are not
showing symptoms could have the virus.

•

Please inform a Nurse, Resident Assistant or the Receptionist if you don’t feel well.

Due to the concerns of the highly transmissible Omicron variant and the surge of cases on Maui and surrounding islands,
we respectfully request residents refrain from leaving the Community until further notice as we monitor the spread of Omicron variant. We respectfully request instead that you re-schedule; this is out of an abundance of caution for not only your
loved one, but all other staff and visitors who may be unvaccinated or who have been exposed without their knowledge.
Visits to the Aloha Gardens memory care unit and Maluhia Terrace units are suspended until further notice due to the surge.
The only exception will be for medical, dental and health related appointments. Any other type of outing requests will be
reviewed case by case and will need to be cleared by myself prior.
It will be up to management’s discretion to ask a resident to quarantine in his/her room for (up) to 10 days, depending on
the level of exposure.
Pre-scheduled visits have resumed for visiting our Residents at Roselani Place. We offer Indoor and Outdoor visit locations.
Please take the following steps:
•

Schedule your visit by speaking to our receptionist who will coordinate it.

•

Visits will be daily from 8am to 6pm; at 30-minute intervals.

•

Maximum of 2 visitors per visit.

•

Each visitor will need to provide a Negative COVID test result taken 48 - 72 hours prior to the visit date, or show proof
of full vaccination to our Receptionist upon checking. If you visit regularly and we have your vaccination copy already
on file, then no need to present.

•

Please make sure to sanitize your hands upon arrival, temperature check with our Thermoscanner and complete the Visitor Screening Questionnaire on the iPad.

Our receptionist will provide you a green sticker to complete your screening. Please wear a face mask and maintain social
distance during your visit (6 feet minimum).

A visit alternative: Resident(s) may be in our Activity Room near the window and the family visiting can be outside, on
the other side of the window. This is an alternative for those who are unable to show proof of full vaccination, unable to
quarantine for 5 days after returning from trans-pacific travel, or choose not to obtain a COVID test.
We follow a 5-day self-quarantine if you have travelled from the mainland or another country before visiting our residents. One can bypass the 5-day quarantine if a negative COVID test result is submitted. This should be obtained within
48-72 hours of one’s scheduled visit. This is subject to change, as the COVID spread is changing and recommended
measures may become more restricted.
•

Due to the surge, Compassionate care in-room visits will need to be cleared by the General Manager prior.

•

Entry into Roselani Place to use the public restroom or the Resident’s apartment is prohibited again.

•

Please utilize our video chat services that are available daily and is coordinated by our Activities Director.

Due to the concerns of the highly transmissible Omicron variant and the surge of cases on Maui and surrounding
islands, we are strongly urging visitors to refrain from visiting and re-schedule their visit if one was exposed or
are experiencing any of the COVID symptoms.
Roselani Place stays committed to the well-being of our residents. We continue to monitor and strive to provide the utmost care to all of our residents. Our team in Health Services reminds you to wash your hands often. When you feel sick
or ill, please press your call pendant and inform any staff member or nurse.
I am available to address any concerns or questions you may have. On behalf of myself and all the staff of Roselani
Place, we want to thank our residents and their families for their continued support and understanding to keep our community safe for everyone.
Thank you,
Faith Gianan
General Manager

Welcome to our new
Director of Health Services
Josef Robinson RN, BSN
We are happy to announce a new addition to our Roselani Ohana!
Please welcome Josef Robinson who will manage our Health Services Dept. Josef has over 30 years of combined Healthcare experience as an Addiction Counselor, Occupational Therapist and Registered Nurse. His experience and knowledge will blend well with
serving the diverse population of residents and meeting their individual care needs. His love and compassion for our kupuna stem from
his fond memories of his grandmother. Josef continuously strives to
grow both personally and professionally, while remaining grounded
in who he is to better serve. He is excited to take on this new role
and meet and assist all of our residents and their families. He lives by the quote, “Be the
change you wish to see in the world.” Gandhi
Welcome Josef and we are blessed to have you be a part of the team!

February Birthdays at Roselani
February
February
February
February
February
February

03
09
24
24
25
26

Dawn Snyder
Gerald Boyce
Tomoko Ohata
Takeo Shishido
Jeanette Saito
Donald Peavy

*Complimentary Birthday Lunch* Please see Kalei
in Activities for more info
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Interesting facts for the Chinese New Year:
2022 is a year of the Tiger. It starts from February 1st, 2022,
and ends on January 21st, 2023. It is a Water Tiger year.
The Tiger is known as the king of all beasts in China. The zodiac sign Tiger is a symbol of strength, exorcising evils,
and braveness. Many Chinese kids wear hats or shoes with a
tiger image for good luck.
Chinese New Year 2022 falls on Tuesday, February 1st, 2022,
and celebrations culminate with the Lantern Festivals on February 15th, 2022.

February 2022
Newsletter Editor:
Debbie Priest

Celebrations last up to 16 days, but only the first 7 days are
considered a public holiday (January 31st–February 6th,
2022).
Chinese New Year marks the transition between zodiac signs:
2022 is the year of the Tiger and 2021 the year of the Ox.
www.chinesenewyear.net and chinahighlights.com

Roselani Place February
Employee of the Month
Mary Jane Gumtang
Congratulations to Mary Jane Gumtang for being our February Employee of
the Month.
Mary Jane has been working for Roselani Place for 14 and 1/2 years and is one
of our dedicated housekeepers. She assists the Housekeeping Dept with the
everyday needs of our Community.
Mary Jane knows our residents really well and also takes pride with how clean
and tidy our common areas and bathrooms are too. Late last year she received
a compliment from one of our residents. Mary Jane was instrumental in assisting this resident move his belongings from one floor to another floor. In a
week’s time, she made time in her work day to move his belongings to his new room so that it can feel like
home again. The resident was very grateful for Mary Jane’s efforts and we are too.
We are very lucky to have Mary Jane be a part of our ohana and are very appreciative for all that she does
for our residents and Roselani Place.
Congratulations Mary Jane for being you and your continued dedication to our Community!

